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EXAMINATION-DIRECTION-SHEET. 

FOR THE GOSPEL OF LUKE. 

1. The Subjects for Examination. 

1. The Scripture Narrative. — It is expected that the first aim of the student 
will be to familiarize himself with the Scripture narrative. He will be able to state 
the essential contents of the principal sections of the Gospel, when the subject of the 
section is named, e. g. " the Temptation," " the Transfiguration," etc. This does not 
demand memorizing. It is far better to make the statement in one's own words 
after a study of the Scripture itself. 

2. The Life of Jesus, the Christ. — Every one should be familiar with an out- 
line of Luke's Life of Jesus. What is the order of the events ? What are the im- 
portant, the critical epochs? Into what divisions is it divided? It should be 
possible to give an outline of the occurrences of any one period, as e. g. the events 
of the Passion Week, the early life of Jesus, the Ministry of John. This is very im- 
portant. Certainly, if nothing else is gained from the study of Luke, this at least 
should be fixed, — Luke's outline of the Life of Jesus. 

3. The Teaching of Jesus.— What does the Gospel of Luke present as the 
teaching of Jesus ? The student should be able to make a brief statement of what 
Jesus taught about Himself, about God, about man, etc., the teaching of some of his 
great sermons, parables, miracles. This does not need to be detailed and precise. 
The design is simply to get out some of the great religious facts which Luke put into 
his Book when he wrote it to make Theophilus sure of the things he had been 
taught. 

4. Important Sections. — A more careful study is to be given to those narratives 
or passages which are of more than ordinary importance in the Gospel. In this study 
the important words and phrases, or those which are difficult, will be considered and 
some results obtained. It is possible to do very exhaustive work in this respect but 
such is not necessary or desirable. A fair understanding of these words and phrases 
is, however, requisite, in the case of the leading sections of the Book, such as, e. g. 
" The Entry into Jerusalem," " The Crucifixion," " The Resurrection," etc. 

5. General Study of the Geography, History, Manners and Customs, Old Testa- 
ment References, etc. The Gospel of Luke contains much relating to these more 
general points. While this is not a vitalpart of Bible Study it is yet exceedingly 
valuable to gather the scattered hints in the Scripture and gain a more or less satis- 
factory acquaintance with such matters as, e. g. " The Geography of the Sea of 
Galilee," " the Classes of people in Palestine in Christ's day," " the Synagogue," 
" Herod," etc. This will not be neglected by the student. 

2. Methods of Work. 

The following practical hints as to methods of work are suggested : 
i. The student should procure a note-book and pencil and be accustomed at all 
times of study to jot down the results of work. This will afford a convenient place in 
which to draw up the Outline of the Life of Jesus. It will also serve as the deposi- 
tary and organizing point for the results of the general study of the historical, geo- 
graphical and social facts of the Gospel. By all means, the student should make free 
use of the note-book. 
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2. Drill in reviewing the facts of the Scripture narrative and in making the con- 
densed statements of the contents of the sections is very desirable. If there is time 
to write out much of this, it will be found helpful. Constant reference should be 
made to the Scripture itself as well as comparison with it so as to secure accuracy 
and completeness. 

3. The Commentary, or corresponding " helps " should be used last of all, and in 
constant subordination to the Scripture narrative. It is to be used, however, and will 
afford much needed help in the case of difficult words and phrases and in bringing out 
points of meaning and significance which otherwise would escape the student. It is 
to be consulted then, (1) for help in difficulties, (2) for suggestions of thoughts or 
facts which the student has not observed. A few useful " helps " are here suggested. 

3. Helps to Study. 

1. The study should be undertaken on the basis of the Revised Version of the New 
Testament. The student will not permit himself to be without it even if he has no 
other help. It is better than any commentary. 

2. Any good commentary will be found serviceable. The following books are par- 
ticularly recommended as helpful and inexpensive : 

1) Cambridge Bible for Schools, St. Luke, by F. W. Farrar, D. D., Macmillan 
and Co., |i.io, abridged edition, 30 cts. ; (2) Handbooks for Bible Classes, St. Luke, by 
T. M. Lindsay, D. D., 2 vols., Scribner and Welford, $1.50; (3), The Handy Com- 
mentary, St. Luke, by E. H. Plumptre, D. D., Cassell and Co. (N. Y.), $ 1.00. 

2) A " Life of Jesus Christ," while not indispensable will afford much assistance to 
the student. The Life of Jesus Christ, by Rev. J. Stalker, Scribner and Welford, 60 cts. 
is unsurpassed in real value by many larger works. The books of Farrar, Geikie, 
Edersheim, Vallings, and Ellicott are helpful. The Life of Christ, by B. Weiss, 
Scribner and Welford, 3 vols., #9.00, is the latest and ablest work of German schol- 
arship. It is a book for critical students. 

3) A good Bible Dictionary will aid wonderfully in this work. The American 
Sunday School Union's (Schaff's) Dictionary of the Bible, $2.00, is recommended. 
Smith's Bible Dictionary is the standard work. It is published in its unabridged 
form by Houghton, MifHin and Co. (Boston), 4 vols., $20.00. There are numerous 
abridgments. 

4) For the study of the manners and customs, geography, history, etc., no book is 
better than Stapfer's Palestine in the Time of Christ, A. C. Armstrong and Son 
(N. Y.), $2.50. 



